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INTRODUCTION

This report describes GLERL's most significant research
accomplishments during fiscal year (FY) 1995. Most projects
had many more accomplishments, but because of their routine
or interim nature, such as the successful collection of field
samples, or completion of sample analyses, they are not listed
here.

Projects descriptions, accomplishments, and plans are
listed under their primary GLERL research program area and
then by their Environmental Research Laboratory (ERL) estab-
lished Research Task.

GLERL is a center of expertise for the hydrology, physics,
ecology, biology, and geochemistry of the Great Lakes and
nearshore marine ecosystems, and it provides scientific infor-
mation, environmental models, and tools used by resource
management agencies, the scientific community, the private
industrial sector, and private citizens. It is unique from other
laboratories and the academic community in its capabilities,
both in staff expertise and instrumentation for the study of the
physics (circulation) and hydrology (water levels) of the Great
Lakes basin. Its staff in geochemistry, ecology, and biology are
leading experts on large lake and nearshore marine ecosys-
tems and are leaders in the scientific community.

GLERL scientists conduct research on critical environmen-
tal issues affecting the health and function of the aquatic
ecosystem, human safety, the shipping and power industries,
coastal municipalities, and shoreline property of the Great
Lakes and nearshore marine areas. GLERL's research pro-
grams support NOAA’s mission under the Environmental As-
sessment and Prediction and the Environmental Stewardship
portfolios of the NOAA Strategic Plan.

Research activities are enhanced through the Cooperative
Institute for Limnology and Ecosystems Research (CILER).
CILER, which is a joint research enterprise of the University of
Michigan, Michigan State University, and GLERL, promotes
collaborative research between scientists from throughout the
Great Lakes basin, addressing a wide variety of research
topics. Many of the projects described here involve participa-
tion between GLERL staff and CILER Fellows, Visiting Fellows,
and other scientific staff.





















































































































































