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CURRENT L. MICHIGAN WATER LEVELS
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Sept. 26, 2003
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Bathymetry of 
Lake Michigan



Mean summer circulation in L. Michigan. 

From Beletsky et al. JGLR 25(1):78-93 (1999).











Lake Michigan
Recreational Fishery Harvest

1,586,3907,714,249Total
800,8115,925,379Yellow Perch

61,91656,930Walleye
2,060891Splake
7,8697,916Smallmouth Bass

114,37193,027Rainbow Trout
73,932210,861Lake Trout

221,680334,771Coho Salmon
264,703931,905Chinook Salmon

38,871148,046Brown Trout
1784,523Brook Trout

2001 CATCHPeak Yr.(1986)
CATCH

Species

Source:  Lake Michigan Recreational Fishery 
Database:  Summary by Management Zones, 1974-
2001 by Dale Hanson, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service



Lake Michigan
Recreational Fishery Harvest

5,370,49814,540,061Total
284,7751,479,691Yellow Perch
142,404146,605Walleye

4,1170Splake
44,76813,050Smallmouth Bass

658,526414,421Rainbow Trout
461,6821,219,035Lake Trout
802,0861,057,419Coho Salmon

2,751,8059,508,943Chinook Salmon
219,171694,215Brown Trout

1,1636,681Brook Trout

2001 Catch in Lbs.PEAK YR. (1986) 
Catch in Lbs.

Species

Source:  Lake Michigan Recreational Fishery 
Database:  Summary by Management Zones, 1974-
2001 by Dale Hanson, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service



Great Lakes Charter Business 
by State

0.644Minnesota

4.7209Wisconsin

1.064Illinois-Indiana

10.4468Michigan

10.4651Ohio

0.428Pennsylvania

7.0305New York

34.51,746All GL States

Est.Total Sales 
( millions)

# of Charter 
Businesses

Region/Body of 
Water

Source: Table 8, The Great Lakes Charter Fishing Industry in 2002 by 
Frank R. Lichtkoppler, Ohio Sea Grant Extension;  Chuck Pistis, 
Michigan Sea Grant Extension; and Diane Kuehn, New York Sea Grant 
Extension



Composition (%) of Charter Boat Effort &
Number of Excursions During 2001
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Charlevoix Fisheries Research Station



Number of Charter Fishing Excursions
on Lake Michigan
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Catch Rates by Charter Anglers for all Salmonines
Combined at Various Lake Michigan Ports
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Charter vs. Non-Charter Sport Catch 
from Lake Michigan, 2001

Species Charter % Sport %
Coho salmon 10,157 22% 36,673 78%

Chinook s. 34,339 22% 121,728 78%

Rainbow trout 12,911 21% 48,688 79%

Brown trout 1,792 10% 16,612 90%

Lake trout 14,661 31% 32,372 69%

Angler Hours296,936 10% 2,741,132 90%
Charlevoix Fisheries Research Station



Treaty of LaPointe
(1842)

Treaty of 
Washington
(1836)

Treaty of Washington
(1836)

Treaty of Saginaw
(1819)

Treaty of Chicago
(1821)

Treaty of Detroit
(1807)

Treaty of Cedar Pt.
(1836)

Treaty of St. Joseph
(1828)

Foot of the Rapids Treaty 
(1817)

Eight Principal 
Treaties 1807 - 1842







Lake Michigan Lake Whitefish 
Harvest

• Most harvested 
fish in Lake 
Michigan in 2000

• Almost 4.8 million 
pounds harvested 
with a dock side 
value of just over 
$5.1 million



Lake Michigan Chub 
Harvest

• Second most 
harvested fish in 
Lake Michigan 
in 2000

• 1.5 million 
pounds 
harvested with a 
dock side value 
of just over $1.5 
million



Lake Michigan Lake Trout 
Harvest

• Just over 620 
thousand pounds 
harvested with a 
dock side value 
of almost $340 
thousand in 2000
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