Saginaw Bay AIF Workshop (December 2007)

Report from Fish Production Breakout Groups
Day 1:

The fish breakout group discussed potential project endpoints relating to fish production.  The project proposal focused on understanding and forecasting production of the two key percid species in Saginaw Bay, walleye and yellow perch.  Through our discussion, it became evident that there are several other considerations relating to fish production in Saginaw Bay.  For instance, it would be useful to explore the potential for Saginaw Bay to support displaced native species such as lake sturgeon and lake herring; it would be beneficial to better elucidate the role of invasive species (e.g., round goby) in the Saginaw Bay system; and, it would be worthwhile to explore fish community dynamics (i.e., how functional fish groups in Saginaw Bay trend together).
Ultimately, we came to the conclusion that exploring all of these different aspects of the Saginaw Bay fish community would be useful (and interesting).  However, we also recognized that while our project involves a number of researchers and spans five years, there is still some limit to aspects which we can explore.  Thus, our work will continue to focus on (but not be limited to) the two species constituting the historically most important fisheries in Saginaw Bay, walleye and yellow perch.

Based largely on the perspective provided by Dr. Newcomb, we did come away with an appreciation that it is not only important for management agencies to establish predictive links between particular actions and fish production.  Rather, it is also beneficial for management agencies to be equipped with a qualitative understanding of processes affecting fish productions.  As such, we plan to structure our field and modeling efforts to facilitate both prediction and understanding.

Day 2:

The fish breakout group attempted the exercise of qualitatively linking a) the stressors experienced by the Saginaw Bay ecosystem and b) production/recruitment and yellow perch and walleye.  We initially attempted to develop a detailed diagram describing these linkages, but given the complexity of such a qualitative model we came to the conclusion that a more conceptual diagram would be more tractable and useful. 
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