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Introduction

When making siting decisions for offshore wind projects,
coastal resource managers must consider possible effects
on sensitive environmental features and competing uses
of the water. Although there exist spatial data sets

INVENLEDIEIDELCE RIS S

Physical features
Bathymetry (depth)
Coastal wetlands
Ice thickness

River mouths

Protected features

Bottomland preserves
Protected shorelines
Refuges

Shipwrecks

Base/political features

Federal/state/tribal lands
Harbors/Marinas

Islands

Military areas

Biological features

Fish spawning sites
Important Bird Areas
Offshore bird concentrations

Applications

The Michigan Great Lakes Wind Council, created by Governor Jennifer
Granholm in 2009, has been using this decision support tool continuously
since mid-2009 to determine the most favorable sites for wind power
development in Michigan’s waters of the Great Lakes. Here is a map
produced using some of the Council’s criteria, showing five high-priority
areas, based upon environmental, legal, and practical criteria.
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