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 George Leshkevich, Research Physical Scientist and Manager of the NOAA CoastWatch Great Lakes Program has 

been involved with algorithm development for interpretation, classification, and mapping of Great Lakes water 

quality parameters and features, including ice cover, color producing agents, and HAB applications from aircraft 

and satellite imagery for over 30 years. Research and field work in both optical properties (ice, snow, chlorophyll, 

CDOM, suspended mineral) and digital image processing of satellite visible and radar imagery for development of 

Great Lakes water quality products has resulted in over 70 scientific publications.  As manager of the CoastWatch 

Great Lakes Program, he assembles, develops, and distributes to the user community a variety of satellite and in 

situ data and products via the CoastWatch Great Lakes Web Site (http://coastwatch.glerl.noaa.gov). 

Select Professional Activities 
Manager, NOAA CoastWatch Great Lakes Program 

Associate Editor, Journal of Great Lakes Research (JGLR) 

Transfer satellite SAR ice type classification algorithm to NOAA/NESDIS for evaluation for operational use 

Transfer satellite color producing agent (CPA) algorithm to NOAA/NESDIS for evaluation for operational use 

Co-Guest Editor, JGLR Special Issue on Remote Sensing of the Great Lakes and Other Inland Waters 

Member, Advisory Board for the NASA funded project “National Drought Monitoring System for Drought 
Early Warning Using Hydrologic and Ecologic Observations from NASA Satellite Data” 
 Member, NOAA/NESDIS Sea Surface Roughness Team 
 Member, Steering Committee, NASA Great Lakes Workshop Series on Remote Sensing of Water Quality 
Invited Participant, NOAA Satellite Re-Capitalization  Workshop 
Co-Chair, Sentinel-1 SAR Breakout Group, NOAA Sentinel Interests Workshop 
Reviewer, Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) Chapter 4 (Ch4) on Cryosphere Observations for the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Secretary/Treasurer, Eastern Great Lakes Region/American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
Select Honors and Awards 

NOAA Bronze Medal Award 

2014 OAR Employee of the Year Award 

Michigan Sea Grant Award for CoastWatch Support 

ASPRS-EGLR Service Recognition Award 
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