
GLANSIS Controlled 
Vocabulary for the 

Establishment Process

Is the species native to the Great Lakes basin?

Cryptogenic

Has the species spread beyond its historic range within the basin?

Terms Defining Origin

Native Range Expander Nonindigenous

Terms Defining  Impact (Risk)

Do not list in 
GLANSIS, 

check in GLWL 
only

Terms Defining  Stages of Establishment

Unknown

Yes

No

YesNo

Is the species found within the Great Lakes basin?

Consider including on the 
Range Expansion and 

Cryptogenic list

Present

Are all individuals found within the basin contained?

Captive

Is there evidence that individuals born 
within the basin are themselves 

reproducing (2nd-gen recruiting)?

Consider for Clearinghouse and/or Watchlist

Consider including on the 
Nonindigenous or Watchlist

No Yes

Are all the individuals being actively 
cultivated to support their survival?

Does this species cause measureable 
environmental or socioeconomic harm?

Is there an identified vector and 
significant risk of introduction?

Include in core 
GLANSIS list

Has the species expanded into all 5 Great Lakes 
and/or expanded into all suitable AEUs?

Cultivated

Failing

Casual

Released

Overwintering

Self-sustaining

Reproducing

Colonizing

Widespread

Action

Yes, with explicit measures of containment in place No, or only with very limited measures to prevent dispersal

NoYes

Are individuals capable of surviving 
for a significant period (>1 year)?

Is there evidence that 
individuals are reproducing?

No

Yes

No

Are reproducing populations found a significant 
distance from the core point of introduction/initial 

introduction (e.g. >1 lake basin)?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Invasive

Low 
Impact

Moderate 
Impact

High 
Impact

Potentially 
Invasive

Yes Unknown

No

Is the OIA score >6?

Yes No

Would this species be likely to survive 
and overwinter in the Great Lakes?

Would this species be likely to 
reproduce in the Great Lakes?

Is there evidence that this species could cause 
environmental or socioeconomic harm?

Is this species regulated or 
included in a key list?

Potential to be 
Introduced

Potentially 
Reproducing

Potentially 
Invasive

Do not list, 
Clearinghouse only

Potentially 
Overwintering

Add to Watchlist

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

Key
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